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Prefatory Note

The following pages, which embody the doctrines of
Gorak§anét'l‘aa and the Naitha sect i general and "‘feprcsent a{n
ancient collection of essays by members of the same sect, are presented
to the public for the first time, I believe, i the hope of removing
a long-felt want, The study of Nathism—so 1t 15 called by Mahad-
mahopédh};iira Haréprasad Sastr1 who had occasions to write upon
the subjects more than once—has been suffering for a long time
from paucity of adequate literary data  Besides the Hathayoga
Pradipika, Goraksa Sataka, Goraksapaddhati, Gherauda Sarhhitd, and
more, very liétle is known of the Sanskrit Literature of the Nathas.
The contributions of Wilson, Aksayakumdira Datta, Farquhar and
others have all been consequently more or less incomplete. The
publication of the present work, therefore, must be considered asa
welcome addition to our Library, specially in view of the fact that
it cotnpriséy ma:vxy Whort tracts attributed to the venerable sages them-
selves, e.g. Goraksdandtha, Matsyendrandtha, Jalandharanitha, Bhar-
trihar: etc,

The greatest defect in the Sanskrit writings of the sect is the
frequent violation of the rules of grammar, metrics etc. Unnecessary
repetition, ambiguity of expression and incoherent presentation are
also to be noticed. But all these defects, and others not mentioned
here and arising from nsufficient Mss materials, are insignificant in
comparison with the high importance of the work, from the historical
as well as religious and philosophical points of view.

The book is full of inaccuracies, But it has been allowed to
come oyt in its unvarnished form, for the editor has no right to step
beyond his limits and introduce corrections or alterations in the



I

language of the origmal author It 1s hoped, however, that the readers
will appreciate this attitude and make allowance for these defects

Further details regarding the work and the sect will be found
in the General Introduction which will follow and in my ‘Studies in
Nathism’ ( to appear shortly ).

Sanskrit College
Benares

Gopinath Kaviraj
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